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The N
ature Trails P

rogram
m

e

The M
inistry for A

griculture, Fisheries and Food has been 
running the N

ature Trails Program
m

e since 1993. O
n the 

basis of this Program
m

e, the M
inistry has created m

ore 
than 10,000 kilom

etres of nature trails, of w
hich near 

1,500 are greenw
ays, the nam

e they receive on being im
-

plem
ented on form

er railw
ay platform

s.

The m
ain goal of the N

ature Trails Program
m

e, is to pro-
m

ote and enhance these trails and to m
ake citizens m

ore 
aw

are of their existence. Their im
plem

entation contri-
butes to the sustainable developm

ent of rural areas by 
reusing transport infrastructures, livestock trails, railw

ay 
platform

s, tow
paths, traditional pathw

ays in disuse or 
opening up new

 paths, and enabling citizens to draw
 clo-

ser to nature and rural areas in general, m
eeting a grow

ing 
dem

and for the eco-recreational use of the countryside by 
the population. 

A
s part of the task of prom

oting the green tracks that the 
M

inistry has been creating, it has cooperated effi
ciently 

w
ith the Railw

ay Foundation, reaching agreem
ents, once 

the w
orks w

ere finished, w
ith developers to dissem

inate 
them

 at the national and international level, through the 
G

reenw
ays Program

m
e.

Fulfilm
ent of the follow

ing goals is intended through the 
use of these infrastructures as nature trails:

• To m
aintain the public use of com

m
unication infrastructures.

• To m
eet social dem

ands for alternative tourist services. 

• To provide citizens w
ith easy access to sporting, cultural, 

educational and nature-related experiences.

• To encourage the sustainable developm
ent of the action 

area by boosting econom
ic resources, fom

enting em
ploy-

m
ent and fostering the settlem

ent of citizens in their place 
of origin.

The actions to be carried out in order to adapt these envi-
ronm

ental infrastructures to their new
 use are com

prised 
of tw

o stages:

1) Refurbishm
ent of the infrastructures w

hich w
ill be 

financed by the M
inistry, through this centre’s ow

n 
budgets.

2) M
aintenance of the w

orks carried out and m
anage-

m
ent of the recreational activities that are generated 

around these new
 infrastructures, w

hose costs shall be 
assum

ed by the developing entity.

M
em

bership of the P
rogram

m
e 

Public or private entities that w
ish to form

 part of the 
“N

ature Trails Program
m

e” can apply for m
em

bership by 
subm

itting the follow
ing docum

entation: 

• Project for the refurbishm
ent w

orks of the layout of the 
infrastructure w

hose integration in the Program
m

e is 
intended.

• C
om

m
itm

ent agreem
ent of the developing entity sta-

ting that:

- The land w
here the w

orks w
ill be carried out is 

available. 

- It w
ill assum

e the m
aintenance and preservation 

tasks of the w
orks once they are finished.

- It accepts any property and extra-contractual lia-
bility in the event of any hypothetical dam

age or 
accident occurred on the land and/or real estate 
w

hich form
 part of the “N

ature Trail” or are linked to 
it, or w

hich, as a consequence of restricted m
ainte-

nance, m
ay be caused to adjacent properties, users 

or persons located in the vicinity.

Investm
ents

Since 1993, w
hen the program

m
e began, m

ore than 10,350 
km

 of nature trails had been built and m
ade avaible to 

the public use. Investm
ent by the M

inistry of A
griculture, 

Fisheries and Food up until the end of 2021 am
ounts m

ore 
than 255 m

illion euros and has already benefitted hundreds 
of m

unicipalities. The num
ber of kilom

etres of new
 nature 

trails executed every year has risen w
ith a significant in-

crease in recent years.

In the last years, the increase in kilom
etres has been consi-

derable due to the start-up of long-haul trails such as those 
of C

añada Real Soriana O
ccidental, C

antabrian Sea Route, 
La M

ancha W
etlands, M

atarraña - A
lgars, V

ía de la Plata, 
Santander- M

editerráneo, etc.
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