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This route starts at the m
unicipal boundary of Lucena, im

m
e-

diately after Subbética G
reenw

ay N
ature Trail. The trail head 

m
ay be reached by a dirt road, near a few

 buildings, at kilom
etre 

29.2 of A-318. The dirt road soon leaves the Subbética G
reenw

ay 
N

ature Trail on the right, and starts this nature trail on the left.

1.	
Throughout the w

hole journey, you w
ill w

alk on a 
superficially paved road. O

live plantations (O
lea euro-

paea), stretching to the horizon, asparagus (Asparagus 
acutifolius) and herbaceous ruderals (the plants that ty-
pically grow

 on ditches and at the borders of paths) w
ill 

accom
pany this journey, dotted w

ith the occasional ap-
pearance of som

e large holm
 oaks (Q

uercus ilex). There 
are also fig trees (Ficus carica), vineyards (Vitis vinife-
ra) and quinces (Cydonia oblonga) grow

n in vegetable 
gardens near the edges of the road, as w

ell as rushes 
(Juncus sp.) along the banks of brooks. 

2.	
Shortly after the trail begins, it crosses over the Fuente 
Rom

ero brook and, soon after, it reaches a rest area. 

3.	
At this point the trail m

eets the A-318 road, w
hich is 

crossed via a footbridge. 

4
.	

Throughout the route, rabbits (O
ryctolagus cuniculus), 

w
hose w

arrens are built along the railw
ay em

bank-
m

ents, w
ill run across the path, w

here there are also red 
partridges (Alectoris rufa), black kites (M

ilvus m
igrans) 

or M
ongagu’s harrier (Circus pygargus). The contast 

hum
 of the cicadas is a typical sound you w

ill hear if 
you take this route in sum

m
er.

5.	
Looking alw

ays ahead tow
ards the C

astillo and N
iño 

m
ountain ranges, the trail continues close to various far-

m
houses and w

ineries. A
fter crossing the N

avaluenga 
brook, w

hen the level of w
ater so allow

s, you w
ill reach 

soon the end of the route, next to the C
am

po Real rai-
lw

ay stop.

6.	W
hen the railw

ay w
as fully operational, the section bet-

w
een Puente G

enil and C
am

po Real w
as part of the 

C
ordoba-M

alaga railw
ay line, and the C

am
po Real sta-

tion w
as located betw

een the tw
o tracks. Since the 

closure of this section, the C
am

po Real Station is no 
longer operational and has been dow

ngraded to a halt.
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 This railw
ay line w

as originally built for m
ining purpo-

ses, aim
ing to transport lead from

 the county of Linares 
to the port of M

alaga via Jaen, w
hich at the m

om
ent of 

the w
orks concession did not have rail service.

The activity declined, leading to the closure of som
e 

sections. A
 M

adrid-M
alaga om

nibus service via Jaen 
operated until 1983, but this service w

as halted in 1984 
w

hen it w
as replaced by a regular bus service.
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 The C
am

po Real train station, final destination of this 
stretch of the nature trail, belongs to the Cordovan m

u-
nicipality of Puente G

enil. It is part of the ‘C
am

piña Sur 
Cordobesa’, bordering the province of Seville. Located 
in a privileged geographical enclave, in the very heart of 
A

ndalusia, it is the ideal location as for railw
ay and road 

com
m

unications, for it is w
ithin a short distance of the 

m
ost im

portant A
ndalusian capital cities (C

órdoba 69 
km

, M
álaga 110 km

, Seville 120 km
 and G

ranada 150 km
).

The foundational origins of this tow
n go back to the 

adm
inistrative and dem

ographic union betw
een the 

village called “Pontón de D
on G

onzalo” (founded in the 
days of King Fernando III by the II Lord of the State of 
Aguilar, M

r. G
onzalo Yañez D

ovinhal II, and located in 
the right – or Cordovan – bank of the G

enil river), and 
the sm

all population centre of M
iragenil, located in the 

opposite bank and belonging adm
inistratively to the 

province of Seville.

Thus, said union betw
een villages took place during the 

regency of M
aría C

ristina (by Royal D
ecree, on 10th D

e-
cem

ber, 1834), leading to the current nam
e of Puente 

G
enil, w

hich m
akes obvious reference to the physical 

m
eans that allow

ed said integration: the bridge (puente 
in Spanish) that crosses the course of the G

enil river 
and joins both banks.
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