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SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

NATURE TRAIL .
SIERRA DESANQUILEZ

LA SIERRA DE SAN QUILEZ STRETCH

1a. The start of the nature trail is found next to the town of
Binéfar, after passing under the A-22 motorway by the
Camino del Pueyo, on a roundabout next to the N-240
road. For some hundreds of metres the trail passes
along the side of the road, which should remain on your
left, before turning off by a track that lies on the right.
The track leads towards the A-140 motorway but before
reaching the road, take the next track to the right, stee-
ring towards the San Quilez hills.

1b. From this point it advances into an agricultural environ-
ment, ignoring the turning on the right and continuing
straight ahead, between holm oaks, almond groves and
vegetable patches. After, the trailcontinues along a gra-
vel track until the trail brings you to the Zaidin Canal.

1c. Once you reach the bridge over the canal you need to
cross it and turn to the left to start the ascent to the ob-
servation point on the San Quilez mountain range and
the San Quilez Shrine. The track passes between Aleppo
pines, trees extraordinarily adapted to the climate of
the region, until reaching the San Quilez viewpoint.

1d. From this vantage point, the visitor can enjoy marvellous
views of the valley. A short while after you find your-
self at the San Quilez Shrine, which the locals visit as
part of a popular pilgrimage every Easter Monday. From
there it is possible to enjoy a spectacular panoramic
view of the western section of the mountain range. By

2. Detail of fruit from hawthorn
(Rhamnus lycoidies velutinus)
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continuing ahead there is a recreational area with ta-
bles and swings, which enables the walker to take a
break once they have read the information panels to
learn a few more secrets about the natural environment
in the area. A few metres away, you reach a car park
where there is a beautiful holm oak tree, and leave at
one side a track that descends directly to the canal.

1e. The route continues until it widens and converges with
a track leading to the left. On this site there is an olive
tree, symbol of the work of reforestation by the asso-
ciations and neighbours of Binéfar, as Félix de Azara,
National Environment Prize Winner in 2001, explains on
a commemorative plaque. On the left you reach a small
house with a barbecue and a water fountain (untreated
water), from where there is a good panoramic view of
the surrounding area.

1f. After getting back on the road and continuing ahead,
the track ends after less than a kilometre, upon rea-
ching a track that directly descends towards the Zaidin
Canal, from where you can access the branch of the
road that passes parallel to it.

THE ZAIDIN CANAL STRETCH

2a.This second stretch starts on the bridge over the Zaidin
Canal, after crossing it you turn to the right by the track
delimited by a wooden fence protecting the traveller
from the proximity of the water.

oy .
== Bridge over the Zaidin Canal
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.2b.Keeping the course of the canal always on the right, the
track continues by a rural landscape of olive trees and
corn fields, passing various walkways that must not be
crossed. At the end of the fence the track ascends from
the left hand side to mark the end of this stretch of the
walk.

LA VIRGEN DEL ROMERAL

In 1690, as a consequence of a devastating and
prolonged drought, the region of Binéfar suffered
a large period of scarcity and hunger. This period
was so hard that the inhabitants of the locality pra-
yed for mercy, praying that rain would alleviate the
parched fields. The chronicles of the time state that
the Virgen del Romeral, seeing how devoutly and
insistently the locals prayed, granted a downpour
that was sufficient to recuperate the damaged har-
vests. The town of Binéfar vowed to visit the Virgen
del Romeral in the shrine of San Quilez every 1 May
from then on, to give thanks for her mercy and cele-
brate the start of the traditional rain season.



120 m

Z Upward gradient

0Om
7,9 km

“A Downward gradient

ROUTE LENGHT*

—
—

3h

MIDE

Harshness of natural environment 1 A

3

Guidance along the route

Route difficulty

2 92| O Tve

Amount of effort needed

* Lenght and time inluding both sections

s> Descent to Canal de Zaidin
an Quilez hermitage
an Quilez
ecreative area
e over Canal de Zaidin

O point of interest

< town

Binéfar

B

SECTOR
NORTHEASTERN PENINSULAR

ZY¥_Nature
7\ Trails

NATU RE TRA' I_ Starting point P Rest area
SI ERRA DE End of trail Religious building
SAN QUILEZ -

Train station R Walkway

m Junction

lagp] Bridge

Underpass




