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The entire route of the N
ature Trail is conveniently signpos-

ted and its com
pact surface allow

s for it also to be travelled 
by bicycle or on horseback. D

ue the length of the trail, it is 
recom

m
ended that the traveller com

plete it over tw
o days.

D
A

Y
 1

1a.	The trail begins at a rest area in Villanueva de la Serena, 
close to the corner of Paseo del C

astelar and C
alle 

de San Benito, beside the railw
ay line. It passes under 

Ronda de la H
ispanidad and continues on, crossing the 

EX-A
2-R2 road and a nearby canal.

1b.	Betw
een private estates it runs as far as the River G

uadiana, 
crossing over a viaduct at the start of w

hich there is an 
inform

ation panel on the m
ost notable features of this 

section.

1c.	The route continues parallel to an asphalt road that 
leads to the siphon of the O

rellana C
anal, w

here it di-
verts and crosses the N

-430 over a pedestrian bridge, 
arriving at Santa Rena station.

1d.	The trail then crosses a bridge over the River G
argáligas 

and, at El Torviscal, it passes under a three-arch bridge. 
This section of the route cuts across farm

 fields until, af-
ter crossing a canal and another three-arch bridge under 
the EX-351 and passing Cam

po Lugar station, it becom
es a 

thick oak m
eadow

, through w
hich the trail advances para-

llel to the Ruecas River, until it crosses the O
rellana Canal.

1e.	The route continues along a bridge over the Ruecas 

River, close to the m
outh of the Pizarroso stream

, w
he-

re the landscape turns agricultural once again. Before 
reaching M

adrigalejos station, it crosses a pedestrian 
bridge over road EX-378, alongside w

hich there is a rest 
area and from

 w
hich, crossing another area of pasture-

land, once can access M
adrigalejos by road.

D
A

Y
 2

2a.	The trail continues behind a farm
 w

ith a tow
er silo, be-

fore snaking betw
een oak trees and grasslands w

here 
the frequent puddles serve as drinking troughs for the 
local livestock w

ho peacefully share the pastures w
ith 

the area’s plentiful avifauna.

2b.	The trail reaches the H
itos irrigation pond, built to ensure 

irrigation for the estate of the sam
e nam

e w
here one can 

spot a num
ber of w

etland birds. At this point, the pastu-
reland once again gives w

ay to farm
 fields follow

ed by 
gorse and, finally, an open pasture that accom

panies the 
visitor to the end of the trail.

2c.	A
fter crossing the Las D

ehesas C
anal, the trail arrives 

at Zorita-Lavadero station, from
 w

here once can catch 
a glim

pse of the Ruecas River, w
hich runs quite close to 

the N
ature Trail at certain points.

2d.	From
 here, the trail continues parallel to the river until it 

approaches Logrosán, w
here the trail ends at the old sta-

tion after crossing an area of gorse and a section of soft 
m

eadow
s w

ith scrubs.

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL

V
EG

A
S D

EL G
U

A
D

IA
N

A
 

G
R

EEN
W

A
Y

Riparian vegetation near
River Ruecas

The church of La A
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Livestock at pasture
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Every autum
n, the pastures of C

am
polugar and M

a-
drigalejo are transform

ed into the largest w
intering 

area for cranes on the continent, w
ith the population 

reaching up to 50,000.

These birds from
 N

orthern Europe arrive every au-
tum

n in fam
ily groups in V

 form
ations to take advan-

tage of the area’s plentiful seeds and fruit for the cold 
w

inter m
onths, returning to their faraw

ay breeding 
grounds before the start of spring.
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The county of Las Villuercas is dotted w
ith an infini-

te num
ber of archaeological rem

ains, including som
e 

from
 the first settlem

ents of C
añam

eros and Logro-
sán, dating back to the Bronze A

ge, som
e 3,000 years 

ago. The m
ost im

portant find, how
ever, w

as probably 
the Treasure of Berzocana.

C
urrently on display at N

ational A
rchaeology M

u-
seum

 in M
adrid, it consists of tw

o large, gold Celtic 
torcs w

ith elaborate decorations. They appear in a 
bronze vase w

hich a shepherd casually cam
e across in 

Berzocana, in the province of C
áceres.
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