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1.	
This section begins at the Parque Fiesta del Á

rbol on the 
outskirts of A

lbacete, continuing along the right bank of 
the M

aría C
ristina C

anal. A
fter finding an inform

ation pa-
nel explaining som

e geographic and geological features 
of the area, the traveller passes under road N

-430, befo-
re m

eeting back up w
ith the right bank of the canal after 

crossing a bridge.

	
The section then reaches a rest area know

n as “El Palo.” 
It then crosses the bridge and continues along the left 
bank of the canal before reaching a fork in the road that 
m

arks the end of this route.

	
From

 the beginning of this section, it is also posible to 
take a route w

hich leads to the tow
n of Tinarejos, 13,5 

km
 from

 the starting point.

O
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2.	
From

 the fork in the road to the end of the m
ain section, 

this second route runs parallel to the San Jorge canal, 
passing under the Linares-A

lbacete m
otorw

ay (A-32) in 
the direction of the H

uerta del Rey recreation area. The 
route forks w

here it m
eets the A

cequión C
anal, taking 

the path parallel to H
uerta del Rey. 

	
The trail passes a crossing w

ith the A
lcaraz G

reenw
ay, 

another 
leading 

to 
the 

Ruta 
del 

Q
uijote 

and 
the 

A
cequión C

anal and, after passing an exercise area, 

reaches a recreation area that m
arks the end of the 

section.
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3.	
This section begins just before the H

uerta de Rey rest 
area, at a fork in the road, taking the path that runs 
along the right bank of the canal. The route passes a 
crossing w

ith the Leniza track and a rest area w
here it is 

also possible to follow
 the A

lcaraz G
reenw

ay. The rou-
te then passes through a crossing w

ith access to the 
road to Barrax (N

-430) and the O
jos de San Jorge Feeder 

C
anal, arriving at the confluence w

ith the La Lobera 
C

anal. It then crosses a bridge over the canal retaking 
the left bank as far as the N

-430 underpass. The trail 
passes the sports area and continues tow

ards a farm
, 

soon reaching a bridge. It then continues along the left 
bank of the canal until it reaches the dry lagoon of El 
A

cequión.
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4
.	

This section, w
hich leads to the village of A

guas N
ieves, 

begins at the intersection of the El Salobral and La 
Estacadilla C

anals. The first section runs along the right 
bank of the canal, reaching a crossing w

ith the Balazote 
path. A

fter crossing this, the route passes under the 
road to Jaén (N

-322a). 

	
Subsequently, 

it 
crosses 

the 
La 

Bacariza 
path, 

lea-
ving behind the sports area and borders a residential 

com
plex. It later crosses the “C

añada Real A
ndaluza” 

before reaching the end of the section. The nearby villa-
ge of A

guas N
uevas is accessible along a rural track.
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5.	
This section begins just after the “El Palo” rest area. At 
the fork, take the path on the right, w

hich runs along-
side the El Salobral C

anal, crossing the bridge and 
continuing along a path parallel to the La Estacadilla 
C

anal. 

	
It reaches an underpass under the Linares-A

lbacete m
o-

torw
ay (A-32) then runs along the left bank of the La 

Estacadilla, heading aw
ay from

 the road. It then reaches 
a cross w

ith a road that provides access to a residential 
com

plex and connects the O
jos de San Jorge C

anal w
ith 

road N
-322. Past this crossing, the trail passes a sports 

area on the left and over a bridge w
here it crosses to 

the left bank of the canal. 

	
A

fter a section w
here travellers can adm

ire the old locks 
of the canal, now

 restored, the section ends w
here it 

m
eets the A

lcaraz G
reenw

ay.
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iew
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Shrikes (Lanius sentor) pose on the trail 
fence
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Camino Natural Vía Verde de la sierra de Alcaraz. Tramo Albacete – Balazote

Camino Natural del Canal de Mª Cristina y sus ramales

1

3

4

2

MIDE

Upward gradient

Downward gradient

ROUTE LENGHT*

TIME**

Harshness of natural environment 

Guidance along the route

Route difficulty

Amount of effort needed 

 1

Huerta del Rey(“El Acequión”
section starting point)

Rest area (Ojos San Jorge
section end)

14,58 12102 640 km

680

690

700

670

660

650
m

Stobe bridge
Crossing with
Leniza track

El Palo, rest area
and fountain

Casa Villalba
Sports area Rest area

Huerta del Rey
Sierra de

Alcaraz
Greenway

El Acequión section end, beginning of
Ojos de San Jorge section

 1
 1
 2

  50 m
70 m

33,6 km       
15 h

town point of interest
* Total route lenght including branches
** 3h for each route

SECTOR
PENINSULAR CENTER

Nature
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Other sights of 
interest
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